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I am the president of the postdoc association and I am here to tell you what we’re about, what you can use us for, and why it might be a great idea to join!
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These are the current members of the PDA. If you ever have any questions, feel free to come and ask us! 



JOIN the Association!

•Leadership skills

•Collaborations across campus 

•Socialize with other P D

•Organize events

•Multitasking and organizational 

skills

https://opda.fsu. edu/fsu-pda
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so if you’re interested in having an awesome time while boosting your CV and learning new skills, and helping the rest of the postdoc community – join us!



 R EAD THE WE E KL Y D IG E S T AND 
F OLL OW US ON FAC E B OOK AND 
T W IT T E R!!

@FSUPostdocs

The Florida State University 
Postdoctoral Association
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We also organize social events, so postdocs across campus can get to know each other!



Former representatives and what they are doing now!

Dr. Nikhil Gupta – Former PDA President
AI and Robotics Engineer 
Halodi Robotics

Dr. Tiglet Besara
Visiting Assistant Professor
Missouri State University

Dr. Erminia Fardone – Former PDA President
Anatomy and Histology Shared Resource Staff 
HHMI Janelia Research Campus
Dr. Mailin Sotolongo-Lopez
Environmental Specialist III
Assessment and Restoration
Department of Environmental Protection

Dr. Trelani Chapman
Assistant Professor
Rehabilitation Medicine
Communication Sciences and Disorders
University of Alberta

Dr. Sumudu Tennakoon – Former PDA President
Big Data Analyst

Dr. Thierry Dubroca – Former PDA President
Visiting Research Faculty 
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory

Dr. Nicolas Thiebaud – Former PDA President
Scientific Researcher – Orise Fellow
Federal Drug Administration (FDA)

Dr. Audrey Grockowiak– Former PDA President
Visiting Research Faculty 
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory

Dr. Jacqueline Sztepanacz
Assistant Professor 
University of Toronto

Dr. Francesca Bernardi
Assistant Professor 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
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Here are some previous members of the PDA and what they are up to now. Many of them have gone on to more senior positions within academia. 



The mission of the P DA

We are an association of postdocs like you and we want to…

• Represent postdocs across all units (colleges/departments)
• Advocate for policies to improve postdoctoral experience (training, 

orientation, P I engagement...)
• Advocate for policies that improve postdoc conditions (benefits, minimum 

salary, maternity leave…)
• Facilitate community building and networking by organizing postdoc events 

(training, socials, networking...)
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Our main aim is to improve the postdoc training experience at FSU. We do that by advocating for policies that directly impact postdocs, we increase the visibility and appreciation of postdocs at FSU, we organize training events to improve the employability of postdocs at FSU. \We also organize social events, so postdocs across campus can get to know each other!



What the P DA has done for you so far
•Definition of a Postdoctoral Scholar

•Teaching Postdoctoral Scholars

•Preparing Future Faculty Certificate

•Minimum Salary and Retirement benefits

•Termination Policy

•Travel Awards

•Attend the NPA meeting

•Postdoc Meal Plan

•Just accepted: Paid Time Off policy

•Working on: Paid parental Leave
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In terms of policies the PDA has made happen over the years, here are a list of a few. One major policy we have been working on, which will impact every postdoc at FSU is the paid time off policy. That is being implemented in the near future and we are now working on expanding that policy by incorporating Parental Leave. 



What the P DA has done for you so far
•Definition of a Postdoctoral Scholar

•Teaching Postdoctoral Scholars

•Preparing Future Faculty Certificate

•Minimum Salary and Retirement benefits

•Termination Policy

•Travel Awards

•Attend the NPA meeting

•Postdoc Meal Plan

•Just accepted: Paid Time Off policy

•Do you have ideas for activities, 

recruitment, career development, initiatives 

or just want to help us in our initiatives?

Join us, together we can make it 

happen!•Working on: Paid parental Leave
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So if you have new ideas for activities, recruitment, career development, initiatives or just want to help us in our initiatives?



Fighting for Paid Parental Leave

•At the moment, postdocs at F S U can take 12 weeks unpaid leave when they give birth. 

•We want to change that!

•72% of Top 25 Public schools have some paid parental leave

• Median paid leave (for mothers and fathers) is 4 weeks



Sign up to be a postdoc buddy!
• We are setting up a buddy system!

• Buddies (F S U-Postdocs) will be paired with incoming postdocs

• They will give advice on accommodation, things-to-do etc.

Register to be a F S U buddy

https://tinyurl. com/F S UP DAbuddy



P DA events – Career development workshop 
August 21st (1-4:30pm)

Program:

• Welcome (1-1:15 pm)

• Personal Branding and Communication (1:15pm-2:30pm)

• Practice your elevator pitch (2:30 pm-2:45pm)

• How to prepare your…(concurrent sessions; 3-3:30 pm)

-Research statement

-Teaching statement

-Diversity statement

• Mock Interviews (3:40-4:15pm)



P DA events – Career development workshop 
August 21st (1-4:30pm)

Program:

• Welcome (1-1:15 pm)

• Personal Branding and Communication (1:15pm-2:30pm)

• Practice your elevator pitch (2:30 pm-2:45pm)

• How to prepare your…(concurrent sessions; 3-3:30 pm)

-Research statement

-Teaching statement

-Diversity statement

• Mock Interviews (3:40-4:15pm)

R EG IS T E R for all or some of the sessions



P DA Networking opportunities and Socials  
Sumudu and Tiglet met at the Spring 
Event 2017, it turned into a 
collaboration and a paper!

Postdoc Social
3rd-4th Thursday of the 

month!
After Spring and Fall 

Events



Friday Feature Postdoc

• Every Friday we 
highlight one of our 
postdocs on Twitter!

• Sign up @
https://tinyurl. com/
fridayfeaturepostdoc

Send us your news!
Publications, 
accomplishments…

https://tinyurl.com/fridayfeaturepostdoc
https://tinyurl.com/fridayfeaturepostdoc


JOIN the PDA

We need new members!
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Our main aim is to improve the postdoc training experience at FSU. We do that by advocating for policies that directly impact postdocs, we increase the visibility and appreciation of postdocs at FSU, we organize training events to improve the employability of postdocs at FSU. \We also organize social events, so postdocs across campus can get to know each other!



What does it mean to be a member…

• Attend the monthly meeting (usually 1h-1:30h) currently by zoom
• Give your opinion and ideas on the topics discussed
• Propose initiatives or changes in policies
• Help in committees
e.g., Do research and prepare documents about policies and initiatives to present in 
advisory board meetings (3 per year)
• Help organizing events 
e.g., think of a topic, contact speakers, prepare a program…



JOIN the PDA

We need new members!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our main aim is to improve the postdoc training experience at FSU. We do that by advocating for policies that directly impact postdocs, we increase the visibility and appreciation of postdocs at FSU, we organize training events to improve the employability of postdocs at FSU. \We also organize social events, so postdocs across campus can get to know each other!
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