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Carbon: What is it and why is it
important?

¢ Carbon: A common and abundant element on Earth.
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Blue Carbon

Definition: Carbon accumulating in vegetated, tidally influenced
coastal ecosystems such as salt marshes, mangroves and seagrass

meadows.
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Blue Carbon Habitats in Florida
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*The indices: Salt Marsh to Mangrove, Exotic Proliferation, Disease Proliferation and Coral

Bleaching are representative of Habitat Change within our managed areas.

Salt Marsh located in Big Bend Seagrasses
Aguatic Preserve

Mangrove shoreline located in Coupon Bight
Agquatic Preserve

Florida Department of Environmental Protection




Core Collection







High Carbon Burial in
Transition Sites
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St. Augustine Transition
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1-2m:

2-2.9m:

Carbon Burial Rates (g C m-2 yr-1)

Habitat Atlantic Gulf Global Mean (McLeod et al. 2011)
Marsh 3113 96 218 £ 24

Mangrove 82 + 22 392 * 46 226 * 39

Transition 244 + 42 4655
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