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Presentation Goal & Aims

• Goal:  Promote early entrée of 
emerging scientists into NIH 
grant-writing

• Aims
• Introduce and overview 

currently active Dissertation 
Grant mechanisms (R36)

• Overview the F31 and F32 
Mechanisms for pre- and post-
doctoral training

• Share strategies and tactics of 
effective grant writing that 
enable strong scores and 
potentially funding.



NIH Dissertation Grant (R36)



AHRQ Health Services Research Dissertation Program (R36)

Mental Health Research Dissertation Grant to Enhance Workforce 
Diversity (R36 Independent Clinical Trial Not Allowed)

Aging Research Dissertation Awards to Increase Diversity (R36 Clinical 
Trial Not Allowed)

Substance Use/Substance Use Disorder Dissertation Research Award 
(R36 - Clinical Trials Optional)

Purpose of the R36



Mental Health Research Dissertation Grant to Enhance Workforce 
Diversity (R36 Independent Clinical Trial Not Allowed)

Aging Research Dissertation Awards to Increase Diversity (R36 Clinical 
Trial Not Allowed)

Substance Use/Substance Use Disorder Dissertation Research Award 
(R36 - Clinical Trials Optional)

R36 Financial Information



NRSA F31 & F32 Training Grants



Develop a Writing Strategy

• This is NOT manuscript 
writing!

• Reviewers are 
informed, but naïve!

• Remember the 
psychology of the 
reviewer

• Write with authority
• Use the rubric



Significance





Investigator



Approach



Impact



Summary & Conclusions

• The NIH has ample dissertation and training 
programs.

• Grant writing is different than journal article 
writing

• Write your proposal with a specific strategy in 
mind

• The reviewer is an accomplished scientist, but is naïve 
to your subject material

• The psychology of the reviewer – your reviewer is 
working the “second shift”

• Use the Rubric
• Prioritize making your reviewer’s job easy!
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